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Biographical Notes

In addition to my obligations in Berlin I served as the “Geschiftsfithrender Direktor” of
the MPI fiir experimentelle Medizin in Gottingen from February 1998 through February
2000.

The Biologisch-Medizinische Sektion elected me in 2001 as their Ombudsmann

I retired in. April 2000. I acknowledge that the president of the MPG provided me upon
recommendation of the institute until the end of 2003 with an emeritus-laboratory and
office plus appropriate staff and funds to wind up work, which had initiated before my
retirement. The institute has been generous to also provide access to all general use facili-
ties of the institute. Laboratory work terminated at the end of August 2003.

Development of group leaders in the course of my retirement

It is a pleasure to report that the closing of my department did not lead to a break of the
careers of the various leaders of groups, which had been established during my active
duty. Almost all group leaders found respectable positions at other institutions.At the
same time, virtually all positions of scientists of the department became vacant around
2000 and hence available for new appointments now or in the forseeable future.

Dr. Mark Achtman together with Dr. Giovanna Morelli joined in 2000 the MPI of
Infection Biology as a permanent group leader(C 3 ) continuing his remarkable studies
on epidemiology of bacterial diseases and of bacterial evolution.

Dr. Juan Alonso left the department already in 1994 to obtain one of the tenured group
leader positions at the Centro Nacional de Biotecnologia, CSIC, in Madrid. Experi-
mental co-operation between his and my group here in Berlin on bacteriophage DNA
packaging continued after his departure.

Dr. Regine Hakenbeck accepted a C4 chair for microbiology at the University of Kai-
sers-lautern, where she has expanded studies on penicillin resistance of Pneumococci
into bacterial immunolgy and evolution.

Dr: Walter Messer, an internationally recognized authority on DNA replication, retired
in 2000.

Dr: Enzo Russo joined the Department Lehrach.
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Dr. Paulo Tavares with whom my group had co-operated very intensively has now a
permanent group leader position with the CNRS at Gif-s-Y, where work on morpho-
genesis of bacterial and animal virus morphogenesis is continuing.

Dr. Jorn Walter s work is characterized by a switch already performed here in Berlin
from studies on enzymology of DNA — methyltransferases, which were performed in
association with my group, to studies on DNA-methylation during mammalian em-
bryogenesis. He has now the chair for Genetics(C4) at the University of Saarbriicken.

Recent work performed in my group

Following up the characterization of DNA, not representing housekeeping-genes, in
dispensable regions of some 25 different Bacillus subtilis strains ( see “Present Work”,
pg 61 of Scientific Report 1999/2000) we have completed the DNA sequencing of
such DNA. Using “blast” analyses of the material with the most recent data bases, we
realized that contrary to our previous interpretations, we do not find eukaryotic genes
in such DNA. We have realized furthermore that insert DNA frequently contains pre-
viously identified elements known to be associated with illegitimate recombination in
B. subtilis, derived from prophages like SPbeta, 6, or SKIN. All fragments which we
have analyzed show irrespective of their size very sharp (within 10 bps) transitions
from resident to insert DNA.

Future work will be to write up several papers on work performed during the last years

by my laboratory.
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